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REMARKS 

In the present Office Action, new claims 55 and 56 have been added. These claims copy 
claims 1 and 13, respectively, that have been allowed and are contained in United States Patent 
No. 7, 198, 1 1 1- Support for the new claims is illustrated in a claim chart that follows. Applicants 
suggest an Interference. 

It is noted that in a USPTO Office Action mailed June 2, 2006 for United States Patent 
Application Serial No. 10/907, J 34 that matured to U.S. Patent No. 7,1 98,1 1 1, Claims 1-3,5, 6, 8, 
9, 11, 13- 16and24-28 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2004/0226726, which is the publication of Applicants' present 
application. Claims 4, 7, 17 - 21, 23 and 29 of Serial No. 10/907,134 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0226726. 
Claims 10 and 22 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious in view of U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2004/0226726 in view of Golden (U.S. Patent No. 5,808,541) or 
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0226726 in view of Meister (U.S. Patent No. 
5.129,386, respectively. These rejections were traversed by the USSN 10/907,134 applicants by 
a Declaration under 37 CFR ..131. 

Suggestion of an Interference by Applicants under 37 CFR 41.202 

1 . Identity of patent with which applicants seek an interference - United States 
Patent No. 7, 1 98,1 1 1 titled "Automotive Vehicle with Fire Suppression System" by Joseph B. 
Dierker, Jr. et al., that issued on April 4, 2007. 

2. Identity of all claims the applicants believe interfere, propose one or more counts 
and show how the claims correspond to the one or more counts - 

Proposed Count 1: 

An automotive vehicle, comprising: a vehicle body; a reservoir containing a fire 
suppressant agent, with said reservoir being mounted in proximity to said body; a 
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distribution system for receiving the fire suppressant agent from said reservoir and for 
conducting the fire suppressant agent to at least one location about said body; a sensor 
system for determining whether the vehicle has been subjected to an impact and whether 
the vehicle is moving subsequent to such an impact; and a controller, operatively connected 
with said sensor system and said reservoir, for causing said reservoir to initiate delivery of 
the fire suppressant agent from the reservoir to the distribution system. 



Applicants* claims 32 and 55 correspond to Count 1 as do claims 1 - 12, 1 7 - 25 and 28- 
29 of United States Patent No. 7, 198,111: 



Count 1 


Applicants' Claim 32 


Applicants' Claim 55 
and Claim 1 of US 
7,198,111 


Claim 2 of US 
7,198,111 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising: 


A fire suppression 
system for a vehicle 
(Claim 26). Said 
vehicle is a passenger 
automobile. (Claim 
27) 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising 


a vehicle body; 


A fire extinguisher fit 
into said vehicle 
(Claim 26) 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


a reservoir 
containing a fire 
suppressant agent, 
with said reservoir 
being mounted in 
proximity to said 
body; 


A fire extinguisher fit 
into said vehicle 
(Claim 26) and 
containing a 
propel lant and a fluid 
fire suppressant 
(Claim I). 


A reservoir containing 
a fire suppressant 
agent, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body; 


A reservoir containing 
a fire suppressant 
agent, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body, wherein 
said reservoir 
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comprises a tank 
containing a supply of 
suppression agent and 
a propel 1 ant for 
establishing a pressure 
within said tank 
sufficient to at least 
deliver the 
suppression agent 
from the tank to the 
distribution system; 


a distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting 
the fire suppressant 
agent to at least one 
location about said 
body; 


Distribution pipes 
connected to the fire 
extinguisher container 
to deliver the fluid fire 
suppressant to nozzles 
placed in locations to 
discharge on a fuel 
spill. (Claim 27) 


A distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
. and for conducting the 
fire suppressant agent 
to at least one location 
about said body; 


A distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting the 
fire suppressant agent 
to at least one location 
about said body; 


a sensor system for 
determining whether 
the vehicle has been 
subjected to an 
impact and whether 
the vehicle is moving 
subsequent to such 
an impact; 


The instrument 
comprises an 
acceleration or 
deceleration sensor 
and a speed sensor, 
and :hc processor 
activates the fire 
extinguisher 


A sensor system for 
determining whether 
the vehicle has been 
subjected to an impact 
and whether the 
vehicle is moving 
subsequent to such an 
impact; and 


A sensor system for 
determining whether 
the vehicle has been 
subjected to an impact 
and whether the 
vehicle is moving 
subsequent to such an 
impact; and 
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according to at least 
an acceleration or 
deceleration condition 
indicative of a 
collision and a speed 
condition indicative of 
the vehicle slowing 
down. (Claim 32) 






and a controller. 


and a processor to 


A controller, 


A controller, 


operatively 


activate the fire 


operatively connected 


operatively connected 


connected with said 


extinguisher based on 


with said sensor 


with said sensor 


sensor system &nd 


an indication of one or 


system and said 


system and said 


said reservoir, for 


more conditions. 


reservoir, for causing 


reservoir, for causing 


causing said 


(Claim 26) 


said reservoir to 


said reservoir to 


reservoir to initiate 




initiate delivery of the 


initiate delivery of the 


delivery of the fire 




fire suppressant agent 


fire suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 




from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 




the distribution 


the distribution 


the distribution 




system. 


system. 


system* 
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Count 1 


Claim 3 of US 
7,198,111 


Claim 4 of US 
7,198,111 


Claim 5 of US 
7,198,11 1 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising: 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising 


a vehicJe body; 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


a reservoir 
containing a fire 
suppressant agent, 
with said reservoir 
being mounted in 
proximity to said 
body; 


A reservoir containing 
a fire suppressant 
agent, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body, wherein 
said reservoir 
comprises a tank 
containing a supply of 
suppression agent and 
a pyrotechnic gas 
generator propellant 
for establishing a 
pressure within said 
tank sufficient to at 
least deliver the 
suppression agent 
from the tank to the 
distribution system; 


A reservoir containing 
a fire suppressant 
agent and a 
compressed gas 
(Claim 4) propellant 
(Claims2), with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body; 


A reservoir containing 
a fire suppressant 
agent, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body; ! 


a distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 


A distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 


A distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 


A distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
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troKxi said, reservoir 


lTUIIl jIUU icaci vuii 


"from said reservoir 


from said reservoir 


and for conducting 


ana ioi conoucimg inc 


nti A •frtT* rnn^li i^ttrt O tnP 


and for conducting the 


tlie tire suppressant 


tire supprcoounL agem 


firf* QiiTMirH^sfiTit flf*cnt 


fire suppressant agent 


agent to at least one 


to at least one location 


to at least one location 


to at least one location 


location about said 


about said body; 


about said body; ; 


about said body, the 


body; 






distribution system 








being a plurality of 








conduits feeding a 








plurality of nozzles 








(Claim 5); 


■ a catigai* qvefpm f rtTT 
a acIlSUi syaitJIlJl iui 


A sensor svstcm for 


A sensor system for 


A sensor system tor 


determining whether 


determining whether 


. determining whether 


determining whether 


the vehicle has been 


the \ chicle has been 


the vehicle has been 


the vehicle has been 


subjected to an 


subjected to an impact 


subjected to an impact 


subjected to an impact 


impact and whether 


and whether the 


and whether the 


and whether the 


the vehicle is moving 


vehicle is moving 


vehicle is moving 


vehicle is moving 


subsequent to such 


subsequent to such an 


subsequent to such an 


subsequent to such an 


an impact; 


impact; 


impact; 


impact; 


ana a controller^ 


A ervntTtYller 


A controller. 


A controller, 




nncrativelv connected 


operatively connected 


operatively connected 


connecica wiin saia 


Willi iaiu ovi loui 


with said sensor 

VV 1111 tJUlW JU11JVA 


with said sensot 


sensor system and 


system and said 


system and said 


system and said 


said reservoir, for 


reservoir, for causing 


reservoir, for causing 


reservoir, for causing 


causing said 


said reservoir to 


said reservoir to 


said reservoir to 


reservoir to initiate 


initiate delivery of the 


initiate delivery of the 


initiate delivery of the 


delivery of the fire 


fire suppressant agent 


fire suppressant agent 


fire suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


the distribution 


the distribution 


the distribution 
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the distribution 


system. 


system. 


system. 


system. 
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Count 1 


Claim 6 of US 


Claim 7 of US 


Claim 8 of US 




7,198,111 


7,198,111 


7,198,111 


An automotive 


An automotive 


An automotive 


An automotive 


vehicle, comprising; 


vehicle, comprising 


vehicle, comprising 


vehicle, comprising 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


a. rvgi/i vuir 


A reservoir containine 


A reservoir containing 


A reservoir containing 


con fa in in p li fire 


a fire suppressant 


a fire suppressant 


a fire suppressant 


ciiTiTirp^sAiif fto^nt 

bAduAAl UUwlil^ 


agent, with said 


agent, with said 


agent, with said 


WJin sam reservoir 


(Cowl VIJ1J Uwlll£ 


reservoir t>ein& 


reservoir being 


Kip in cx mmiilf f*<l in 


mounted in proximity 


mounted in proximity 


mounted in proximity 


p lUAl 1111 1 J IU OilJU 


tc\ <?airi hodv* 


to said bodv: 


to said body; 


Douy^ 








a distribution system 


A distribution system 


A distribution system 


A distribution system 


for receiving the lire 


for receiving the fire 


for receiving the fire 


for receiving the fire 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


from said reservoir 


from said reservoir 


from said reservoir 


from said reservoir 


and for conducting 


and for conducting the 


and for conducting the 


and for conducting the 


the fire suppressant 


fire suppressant agent 


fire suppressant agent 


fire suppressant agent 


agent to at least one 


to at least one location 


to at least one location 


to at least one location 


location about said 


about said body, the 


about said body, the 


about said body; 


body; 


distribution system 


distribution system 






being a plurality of 


being a plurality of 






conduits feeding a 


conduits feeding a 






plurality of nozzles 


plurality of no2zles 






(Claim 5) including at 


(Claim 5) including at 






least one pressure- 


least one pressure- 
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responsive, variable 


responsive, variable 






geometry nozzle 


geometry nozzle 






(Claim 6); 


(Claim 6) and a 








plurality of fixed 








geometry nozzles 








(Claim 7); 




a sensor syaiem iuj 


A sensor svstem for 


A sensor system for 


An accelerometer 


(It. ICi IIUUlIIlJ^ tt JIG I LI VI 


detennLnintr whether 


determining whether 


(Claim 8) for 


the vehicle has been 


the vehicle has been 


the vehicle has been 


determining whether 


subjected to an 


subjected to an impact 


subjected to an impact 


the vehicle has been 


impact and whether 


and whether the 


and whether the 


subjected to an impact 


the vehicle is moving 


vehicle is moving 


vehicle is moving 


and whether the 


subsequent to such 


subsequent to such an 


subsequent to such an 


vehicle is moving 


an impact; 


impact; 


impact; 


subsequent to such an 








impact; 


ana a conironer» 


A fwnlrnUpT 
ri vv/ftJUUiiCri, 


A controller, 


A controller, 




operatively connected 


operatively connected 


operatively connected 


connecitHi wiin saia 


with <i;riri sensor 


with said sensor 


with said sensor 


sensor ayaiem aiiu 


cvst^m and said 


system and said 


system and said 


said reservoir, for 


reservoir, for causing 


reservoir, for causing 


reservoir, for causing 


causing said 


said reservoir to 


said reservoir to 


said reservoir to 


reservoir to initiate 


initiate delivery of the 


initiate delivery of the 


initiate delivery of the 


delivery of the fire 


fire suppressant agent 


fire suppressant agent 


fire suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


the distribution 


the distribution 


the distribution 


the distribution 


system. 


system. 


system. 


system. 
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Count 1 


Claim 9 of US 
7,198,111 


Claim 10 of US 
7,198,111 


Claim 11 of US 
7,1 98, J 11 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising: 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


a reservoir 
containing a fire 
suppressant agent, 
with said reservoir 
being mounted in 
proximity to said 
body; 


A reservoir containing 
a fire suppressant 
agent, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to sa;d body; 


A reservoir containing 
a fire suppressant 
agent, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body; 


A reservoir containing 
a fire suppressant 
agent, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body; 


a distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
Suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting 
the fire suppressant 
agent to at least one 
location about said 
body; 


A distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting the 
fire suppressant agent 
to at least one location 
about said body; 


A distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting the 
fire suppressant agent 
to at least one location 
about said body; 


A distribution system 
tor receiving me lire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting the 
fire suppressant agent 
to at least one location 
about said body; 


a sensor system for 
determining whether 
the vehicle has been 
subjected to an 


A roadwheel speed 
sensor (Claim 9) 
system for 
determining whether 


A global positioning 
sensor (Claim 10) 
system for 
determining whether 


A sensor system for 
deterarimng whether 
the vehicle has been 
subjected to an impact 
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impact and whether 


the vehicle has been 


the vehicle has been 


and whether the 


the vehicle is moving 


subjected to an impact 


subjected to an impact 


vehicle is moving 


subsequent to such 


and whether the 


and whether the 


subsequent to such an 


an impact; 


vehicle is moving ' 


vehicle is moving 


impact (Claim 1) and 




subsequent to such an 


subsequent to such an 


a manually activatable 




impacl; 


impact; 


switch for causing the 
reservoir to initiate 
delivery of the fire 
suppressant agent 
from the reservoir to 
the distribution 
system (Claim 11); 


allU a tUJULTUlI^r, 


A controller 


A controller, 


A controller, 


one rati velv 

Vp^l HUT 


Operatively connected 


operatively connected 


operatively connected 


ft/inn Af*#{*H with Qmir) 

VllLLLllr^lvU Willi 3il*lL 


with s;iid sensor 


with said sensor 


with said sensor 




svstem and said 


system and said 


system and said 


said reservoir, for 


reservoir, for causing 


reservoir, for causing 


reservoir, for causing 


causing said 


said reservoir to 


said reservoir to 


said reservoir to 


reservoir to initiate 


initiate delivery of the 


initiate delivery of the 


initiate delivery of the 


delivery of the fire 


fire suppressant agent 


fire suppressant agent 


fire suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


the distribution 


the distribution 


the distribution 


the distribution 


system. 


system. 


system. 


system. 
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Count 1 


Claim 12 of US 
7,198,111 


Claim 17 of US 
7,198,111 


Claim 18 of US 
7,198,111 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising: 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising 


An onboard fire 
suppression system 
for an automotive 
vehicle, comprising: 


An onboard fire 
suppression system 
for an automotive 
vehicle, comprising: 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


with said reservoir 
adapted for mounting 
to a vehicle 


with said reservoir 
adapted for mounting 
to a vehicle 


a reservoir 
containing a fire 
suppressant agent, 
with said reservoir 
being mounted in 
proximity to said 
body; 


A reservoir containing 
a fire suppressant 
ageni;, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body; 


at least one reservoir 
containing a fire 
suppressant agent and 
apropellantfor 
evacuating the fire 
suppressant agent 
from the reservoir, 
with said reservoir 
adapted for mounting 
to a vehicle; 


at least one reservoir 
containing a fire 
suppressant agent and 
a propellant for 
evacuating the fire 
suppressant agent 
from the reservoir, 
with said reservoir 
adapted for mounting 
to a vehicle; 


a distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting 
the fire suppressant 
agent to at least one 


A distribution system 
tor receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting the 
fire suppressant agent 
to at least one location 


a distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir, 
with said distribution 
system comprising at 
least one fixed 


a distribution system 
for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir, 
with said distribution 
system comprising at 
least one fixed 
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location about said 
body; 



a sensor system for 
determining whether 
the vehicle has been 
subjected to an 
impact and whether 
the vehicle is moving 
subsequent to such 
an impact; 



about said body; 



A sensor system for 
determining whether 
the vehicle has been 
subjected to an impact 
and whether the 
vehicle is moving 
subsequent to such an 
impact (Claim 1) and 
a manually activatable 
switch for causing the 
reservoir to initiate 
delivery of the fire * 
suppressant agent 
from the reservoir to 
the distribution 
system (Claim 11), 
the manually 
activatable switch 
comprising a manual 
pushbutton mounted 
upon a platform, and a 
platf jrm contact set 
responsive to manual 
displacement of said 



geometry nozzle for 
discharging the fire 
suppressant agent in 
at least one location 
external to a vehicle; 



a sensor system for 
determining not only 
whether a vehicle has 
been subjected to a 
trigger impact having 
a magnitude in excess 
of a predetermined 
impact threshold, but 
also whether the 
vehicle has been 
moving subsequent to 
such an impact; 

a manually activatable 
switch, for use by an 
occupant of a vehicle, 
to indicate a desire to 
discharge lire 
suppressant agent 
from the reservoir; 



geometry nozzle for 
discharging the fire 
suppressant agent in 
at least one location 
external to a vehicle; 



a sensor system for 
determining not only 
whether a vehicle has 
been subjected to a 
trigger impact having 
a magnitude in excess 
of a predetermined 
impact threshold, but 
also whether the 
vehicle has been 
moving subsequent to 
such an impact; 

a manually activatable 
switch, for use by an 
occupant of a vehicle, 
to indicate a desire to 
discharge fire 
suppressant agent 
from the reservoir; 
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pushbutton as well as 








to manual 








displacement of a 








pivoting cover 








attached to the switch 








(Claim 12); 






and a controller 


A controller 


a controller 


a controller. 


ODerativclv 


onerativelv connected 


onerativelv connected 


operatively connected 


connected with said 


with said sensor 


with said sensor 


with said sensor 


sensor svstem and 


svstem and said 


system, said reservoir, 


system, said reservoir, 


<?nid rp^^Tvnir fnr 

3AIU 1C3C1 TVPll} IvI 


reservoir for c&tisini? 


and said manuallv 


and said manuallv 


ran sine* « aid 

VaUJlllg 3AJU 


^atd reservoir to 


activatable switch for 


activatable switch, for 


rp^Pfvnir to iniriiit* 1 

M kjlil TUB! IU lllli-lalv 


initiate deliverv of the 


causing said 


causing said 


delivery of the fire 


fire suppressant agent 


propel 1 ant to initiate 


propellantto initiate 


suppressant agent 


from the reservoir to 


delivery of the fire 


delivery of the fire 


from the reservoir to 


the distribution 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


the distribution 


system. 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


system. 




the distribution 


the distribution 






OJfolClIl III II 1C CVCJ1L 


3YijLC/1I1 111 Lilt" 






fhflf* 
UlaL. 


that" 






i) either the manually 


i) either the manually 






activatable switch has 


activatable switch has 






been activated, or 


been activated, or 






ii) the sensor system 


ii) the sensor system 






has determined that a 


has determined that a 






trigger impact has 


trigger impact lias 






occurred and that 


occurred and that 






either the vehicle's 


either the vehicle's 
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speed has crossed a 


speed has crossed a 






predetermined 


predetermined 






threshold following 

kill WkllLWIU *T Ul^j 


threshold following 






LUG Lllt^Cl HIJUalrLj \JL 


the trivtrcr imnaict or 






that a ^redetermined 


that a Dredetermined 






riRriod of time has 


neriod of time has 






passed following 


passed following 






sensing of the trigger 


sensing of the trigger 






impact. 


impact, the sensor and 








controller also 








controlling airbag 








' deployment (Claim 








18). 
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Count i 


Claim 19 of US 


Claim 20 in US 


Claim 21 in US 




7,198,111 


7,198,111 


7,198,111 


An automotive 


An onboard fire 


An onboard fire 


An onboard fire 


vehicle, comprising: 


suppression system 


suppression system 


suppression system 




for a;i automotive 


for an automotive 


for an automotive 




vehicle, comprising: 


vehicle, comprising: 


vehicle, comprising: 


a vehicle body; 


said reservoir adapted 


said reservoir adapted 


said reservoir adapted 




for mounting to a 


for mounting to a 


for mounting to a 




vehicle 


vehicle 


vehicle 


a reservoir 


at least one reservoir 


at least one reservoir 


at least one reservoir 


containing a fire 


containing a fire 


. containing an aqueous 


containing a fire 


suppressant agent, 


suppressant agent and 


based liquid fire 


suppressant agent and 


with said reservoir 


a propellant for 


suppressant agent 


a propellant for 


oeing in uu me u in 


evacuating tne lire 


(Claim 2U) and a 


evacuating the fire 


proximity to said 


suporessant agent 


oronellant for 


suntrressant nrerit 


body; 


from the reservoir, 


evacuating the fire 


from the reservoir, 




with .5 aid reservoir 


suppressant agent 


with said reservoir 




adapted forinoiintiriP' 


frfim thf* r^Qprvnir 


ftHflrttpH "flfYr m mint i tict 




to a vehicle; 


with said reservoir 


to a vehicle; 






adapted for mounting 








to a vehicle; 




a distribution system 


a distribution system 


a distribution system 


a distribution system 


for receiving the fire 


for receiving the fire 


for receiving the fire 


for receiving the fire 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


from said reservoir 


from said reservoir, 


from said reservoir, 


from said reservoir, 


and for conducting 


with said distribution 


with said distribution 


with said distribution 
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the fire suppressant 
agent to at least one 
location about said 
body; 



system comprising at 
least one fixed 
geometry nozzle for 
discharging the fire 
suppressant agent in 
at IeZL$t one location 
external to a vehicle; 



system comprising at 
least one fixed 
geometry nozzle for 
discharging the fire 
suppressant agent in 
at least one location 
external to a vehicle; 



system comprising at 
least one fixed 
geometry nozzle and 
one variable geometry 
nozzle (Claim 21) for 
discharging the fire 
suppressant agent in 
at least one location 
external to a vehicle; 



a sensor system for 
determining whether 
the vehicle has been 
subjected to an 
impact and whether 
the vehicle is moving 
subsequent to such 
an impact; 



a sensor system for 
determining not only 
whether a vehicle has 
been subjected to a 
trigger impact having 
a magnitude in excess 
of a predetermined 
impact threshold, but 
also whether the 
vehicle has been 
moving subsequent to 
such an impact; 

a manually activatable 
switch, for use by an 
occupant of a vehicle, 
to indicate a desire to 
discharge fire 
suppressant agent 
from the reservoir; 



a sensor system for 
determining not only 
whether a vehicle has 
been subjected to a 
trigger impact having 
a magnitude in excess 
of a predetermined 
impact threshold, but 
also whether the 
vehicle has been 
moving subsequent to 
such an impact; 

a manually activatable 
switch, for use by an 
occupant of a vehicle, 
to indicate a desire to 
discharge fire 
suppressant agent 
from the reservoir; 



a sensor system for 
determining not only 
whether a vehicle has 
been subjected to a 
trigger impact having 
a magnitude in excess 
of a predetermined 
impact threshold, but 
also whether the 
vehicle has been 
moving subsequent to 
such an impact; 

a manually activatable 
switch, for use by an 
occupant of a vehicle, 
to indicate a desire to 
discharge fire 
suppressant agent 
from the reservoir; 
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and a controller, 


a controller, 


a controller, 


a controller, 


operativcly 


opcratively connected 


operatjvely connected 


operatively connected 


connected with said 


with said sensor 


with said sensor 


with said sensor 


sensor system and 


system, said reservoir, 


system, said reservoir, 


system, said reservoir, 


said reservoir, for 


and said manually 


and said manually 


and said manually 


causing said 


activatable switch, for 


activatable switch, for 


activatable switch, for 


reservoir to initiate 


causing said 


causing said 


' causing said 


delivery of the fire 


propel! ant to initiate 


propellant to initiate 


propellant to initiate 


suppressant agent 


delivery of the fire 


delivery of the fire 


delivery of the fire 


from the reservoir to 


suppressant agent 


Suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


the distribution 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


system. 


tnc distribution 


the distribution 


the distribution 




system in the event 


system in the event 


system in the event 




that: 


that: 


that; 




i) either the manually 


i) either the manually 


i) either the manually 




activatable switch has 


activatable switch has 


activatable switch has 




been activated, or 


been activated, or 


been activated, or 




ii) the sensor system 


ii) the sensor system 


ii) the sensor system 




has determined that a 


has determined that a 


has determined that a 


* 


trigger impact has 


trigger impact has 


trigger impact has 




occurred and that 


occurred and that 


occurred and that 




either the vehicle's 


cither the vehicle's 


either the vehicle's 




speed has crossed a 


speed has crossed a 


speed has crossed a 




predetermined 


predetermined 


predetermined 




threshold following 


threshold following 


threshold following 




the trigger impact, or 


the trigger impact, or 


the trigger impact, or 




that a predetermined 


that a predetermined 


that a predetermined 
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period of time has 


period of time has 


period of time has 




passed following 


passed following 


passed following 




sensing of the trigger 


sensing of the trigger 


sensing of the trigger 




impact, the controller 


impact. 


impact 




further including an 








integral power 








reserve. (Claim 19) 
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Count 1 


Claim 22 in US 


Claim 23 of US 


Claim 24 of US 




7,198,111 


7,198,111 


7,198,111 


An automotive 


An onboard fire 


An onboard fire 


An automotive 


vehicle, comprising; 


suppression system 


oirsYM-AGGI f\V\ CVQtPm 
SUPPrCo^lUIl Ojolvlll 


vehicle comDrisinc 




ft\T fit i automotive 


for an automotive 






vehicle comDrisintzi 


vehicle, comprising: 




a vehicle body; 


said reservoir adapted 


said reservoir adapted 


: a vehicle body; 




for mounting to a 


for mounting to a 


... at least one 




vehicle 


vehicle 


occupant restraint 












airbag; 


a reservoir 


at least one reservoir 


A plurality of 


a reservoir containing 


containing a fire 


containing a fire 


reservoirs (Claim 23) 


a fire suppressant 


suppressant agent, 


suppressant agent and 


containing a fire 


agent, with said 


with said reservoir 


apropullant for 


suppressant agent ana 


rescrvou tieing 


Dcing mountca in 


pvap.naHnf* the fire 

Wt0uiic1U11^ Uiv HIV 


a propellant for 


mounted in proximity 


nyAvimitv tn oairl 
ui wmiiiij iu aaiu 


suppressant agent 


evacuating the fire 


to said body; 




from the reservoir, 


suppressant agent 






with said reservoir 


from the reservoir, 






adapted for mounting 


with said reservoir 






to a vehicle; 


adapted for mounting 








to a vehicle; 




a distribution system 


a distribution system 


a distribution system 


a distribution system 


for receiving the fire 


for receiving the fire 


for receiving the fire 


for receiving the fire 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


from said reservoir 


from said reservoir, 


from said reservoir, 


from said reservoir 
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and for conducting 


with said distribution 


with said distribution 


and for conducting the 


the fire suppressant 


system comDrisinc at 


system comprising at 


fire suDnressant agent 

All V ufc'L/l/l VJJUUt 


aoent I'll at lpfi^t nnp 




IpAQt OflP fivpH 


to fit fpflQt nnp lop.Ation 


location about said 


geometry nozzle and 


geometry nozzle for 


about said body; 


body; 


one variable geometry 


discharging the fire 






nozzle (Claim 22) for 


suppressant agent in 






discharging the fire 


at least one location 






suppressant agent in 


external to a vehicle; 






at least one location 








external to a vehicle; 






a sensor system for 


a sensor svstem for 


a sensor svstem for 


a <;en^or svstem for 


determining whether 


determining not onlv 


detprminino not onlv 


Hf*tpTminiTicr whpthpr 


the vehicle hn^ hpf*n 


whfittipi* n vpTvipIp 


vi/hpfhpr n vphiplp hoc 


tllP vptiiplp Vine Kf*f»n 


subjected to an 


been subjected to a 


hppn ^nhiectpd tn a 




impact and whether 


trigger impact having 


tri&eer imnact havins 


imnact ha vine a 


the vehicle is moving 


a magnitude in excess 


a magnitude in excess 


severity in excess of a 


subsequent to such 


of a predetermined 


of a predetermined 


predetermined 


an impact; 


impact threshold, but 


impact threshold, but 


threshold impact 




also whether the 


also whether the 


value and whether the 




vehicle has been 


vehicle has been 


vehicle is moving 




moving subsequent to 


moving subsequent to 


subsequent to such an 




such an impact; 


such an impact; 


impact; and 




a manually activatable 


a manually activatable 






switch, for use by an 


switch, for use by an 






occupant of a vehicle, 


occupant of a vehicle, 






to indicate a desire to 


to indicate a desire to 






discharge fire 


discharge fire 






suppressant agent 


Suppressant agent 
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from the reservoir; 


from the reservoir; 




and a controller, 


a controller, 


a controller, 


a controller, 


operatively 


operatively connected 


operatively connected 


operatively connected 


connected with said 


with said sensor 


with said sensor 


with said sensor 


sensor system and 


system, said reservoir, 


system, said reservoir, 


system, said reservoir, 


said reservoir, for 

JH1U M bJWl ¥ VIA 9 X W» 


and said manually 


and said manually 


and said occupant 


causing said 


activatable switch, for 


activatable switch, for 


restraint airbag, for 


reservoir to initiate 

A WO W & T VIA % \^ KMA .... . <w 


causing said 


• causing, said 


causing said airbag to 


/4alivai*v /it T*n o ti 

aeiivery ui iqv jultl. 


nrrraellant to initiate 


propellant to initiate 


deploy and for 


suppressant agent 


delivery of the fire 


delivery of the fire 


causing said reservoir 


from the reservoir to 


suppressant agent 


suppressant agent 


to initiate delivery of 


the distribution 


from the reservoir to 


from the reservoir to 


the five suppressant 


svefpm 


the distribution 


the distribution 


agent from the 




^vstem in the event 


system in the event 


reservoir to the 




that: 


that: 


distribution system, in 




i) either the manually 
activatable switch has 
been activated, or 


i) either the manually 
activatable switch has 
been activated, or 


the event that said 
sensor system 
determines that a 
trigger impact has 




ii) the sensor system 


ii) the sensor system 


occurred. 




has determined that a 


has determined that a 






trigger impact has 


trigger impact has 






occurred and that 


occurred and that 






either the vehicle's 


either the vehicle's 






speed has crossed a 


speed has crossed a 






predetermined 


predetermined 






threshold following 


threshold following 
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the trigger impact, or 


the trigger impact, or 






that a predetermined 


that a predetermined 






period of time has 


period of time has 






passed following 


passed following 






sensing of the trigger 


sensing of the trigger 






impact 


impact 
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Count 1 


Claim 25 of US 
7,198,111 


Claim 28 of US 
7,198,111 


Claim 29 of US 
7,198,111 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising: 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising: 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising: 


An automotive 
vehicle, comprising: 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 

... at least one 
occupant restraint 
airbag; 


a vehicle body; 


a vehicle body; 


a reservoir 

con raining a nre 

suppressant agent, 

with said reservoir 

being mounted in 

proximity to said 

body; 


a reservoir containing 

a nrc suppressant 

agenl, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body; 


a reservoir comprising 
a Tame containing doui 
a fire suppressant 
agent and a 
pyrotechnic 
propellant, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body; 


a reservoir comprising 
a Iollk. containing uuin 

a fire suppressant 
agent and a 
pyrotechnic 
propellant, with said 
reservoir being 
mounted in proximity 
to said body; 


a rlicfrihHtiAn evefpm 

** UJaLKl.UUI.lUll 9V9LC111 

for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting 
the fire suppressant 
agent to at least one 
location about said 


$\ dictrihnfinn iv<itpm 

for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting the 
fire suppressant agent 
to at least one location 
about said body; 


r\. uiou iuu nun ajrdicui 

for receiving the Fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting the 
fire suppressant agent 
to at least one location 
about said body; 


A UlalllUULlUU ay^LCJll 

for receiving the fire 
suppressant agent 
from said reservoir 
and for conducting the 
fire suppressant agent 
to at least one location 
about said body; 



PAGE 41/56 1 RCVD AT 7/16/2007 2:01 :15 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/0 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):13-52 



07/16/2007 02:11 FAX 



©042/056 



Attorney Docket No. AJGC 122722 
U.S. Serial No. 10/825,076 
Page 35 of 46 



body; 








a sensor svstem for 


a sensor system for 


A sensor system for 


A sensor svstem for 


determining whether 


determining whether 


determining whether 


determining whether 

vVVVA 1111 ilUlfe tv J AW IJi wl 


the vphirlf* hftc Kp^n 


the \#e1iiple has heen 

Ulv V Vllltsll/ Held UvCU 


the vphif.lft Via*; hppn 


trip v^h-iplf* has ViApti 


subjected to an 


subjected to a trigger 


subiected to an imoact 


subiected to an iron act 


imoact and whether 


imnact having a 


and whether the 

Ul IU A K^LkJk*^*. Kill* 


and whether the 


the vehicle is moving 


severity in excess of a 


vehicle is moving 


vehicle is moving 


subsequent to such 


predetermined 


subsequent to such an 


subsequent to such an 


an impact; 


threshold impact 


impact; and 


impact; and 




value and whether the 








vehicle is moving 








subsequent to such an 








impact; and 






and a controller. 


a controller 


A controller 


A controller 
rv uAJiivi unci j 


ooerativelv 


ODerativelv connected 


oneraHvel v connected 


onerativelv connected 


connected with said 


with said sensor 


with <: airf sensor 


with said sen snT 

Willi DCLIUL ublldWl 


Sensor svstem and 


svstem said reservoir 


SvStRm find ?a id 


svstem anri" hv 


said reservoir, for 


and said occur) ant 


reservoir for cansinc? 


armored wirino to a 


causing said 


restraint airbag, tor 


said propellant to 


plurality of squibs 


reservoir to initiate 


CAIlQinfF <:aid airhao tn 


initiate H^livprv nf tYif* 


VHJIlla 14 11 lg balll 


delivery of the fire 


denlov and for 


riT*#* <jiTrmfr#*^iz5int si crf»nt 


nrnnellant fPlaim 9QA 


suppressant agent 


causing said reservoir 


from the reservoir to 


for causing said 


from the reservoir to 


to initiate delivery of 


the distribution 


propellant to initiate 


the distribution 


the fire suppressant 


system. 


delivery of the fire 


system. 


agenl from the 




suppressant agent 




reservoir to the 




from the reservoir to 




distribution system, in 




the distribution 




the event that said 




system. 
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sensor system 
determines that a 
trigger impact has 
occurred and that 
cither a predetermined 
threshold speed has 
been crossed or a 
predetermined period 
of tine has passed 
(Claim 25). 



Proposed Count 2: 

A method for operating a fire suppression system installed in an automotive vehicle, 
comprising the steps of: sensing an impact upon the vehicle; sensing the vehicle's speed 
following the impact; and discharging a fire suppression agent from an onboard reservoir 
in the event that the vehicle's speed crosses a predetermined speed threshold following 
sensing of an impact. 



Applicants' claims 50 and 56 correspond to Count 2 as do claims 13-16 and 26-27 of 
United States Patent No. 7 3 1 98, 1 1 1 : 



Count 2 


Applicants' Claim 50 


Applicants' Claim 56 
and Claim 13 of US 
7,198,111 


Claim 14 of US 
7,198,111 


A method for 
operating a fire 
suppression system 


A method for 
suppressing vehicle 
fires, comprising: 


A method for 
operating a fire 
suppression system 


A method for 
operating a fire 
suppression system 
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installed in an 


activating a fire 


installed in an 


installed in an 


automotive vehicle, 


suppression system fit 


automotive vehicle, 


automotive vehicle, 


comprising the steps 


into an automobile 


comprising the steps 


comprising the steps 


of: 


(Claim 41) 


of: 


of: 


sensing an impact 


activating the fire 


sensing an impact 


sensing an impact 


upon the vehicle; 


suppression system on 


upon the vehicle; 


upon the vehicle; 




a condition of 








acceleration or 








deceleration that is 








indicative of a 








collision (Claim 50) 






sensing the vehicle's 


according to at least 


sensing the vehicle's 


sensing the vehicle's 


speed following the 


one condition selected 


speed following the 


speed following the 


impact; 


from the group 


impact; and 


impact; and 




consisting of 








acceleration, 








deceleration, speed, 








(Claim 41) 








a fir! rn a rendition nf* 


discharpinp & fire 


discharging a fire 


fire siinnression 


speed provided the 


suppression agent 


suppression agent 


agent from an 


vehicle has reached a 


from an onboard 


from an onboard 


onboard reservoir in 


minimum speed 


reservoir in the event 


reservoir after a 


the event that the 


condition (Claim 50). 


that the vehicle's 


predetermined period 


vehicle's speed 




speed crosses a 


of time following an 


crosses a 




predetermined speed 


impact (Claim 14), 


predetermined speed 




threshold following 


following sensing of 


threshold following 




sensing of an impact. 


an impact. 


sensing of an impact 
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Count 2 


Claim 15 of US 


Claim 16 of US 


Claim 26 of US 




7,198,111 


7,198,111 


7,198,111 


A method for 


A method for 


A method for 


A method for 


operating a fire 


operating a fire 


operating a fire 


operating a fire 


suppression system 


suppression system 


suppression system 


suppression system 


installed in an 


installed in an 


installed in an 


installed in an 


automotive vehicle, 


automotive vehicle, 


automotive vehicle, 


automotive vehicle, 


comprising the steps 


comprising the steps 


comprising the steps 


comprising the steps 


of; 


of: 


of: 


of: 


sensing an impact 


sensing an impact 


sensing an impact 


sensing an impact 


upon the vehicle; 


upon the vehicle; 


upon the vehicle; 


upon the vehicle; 


— 

sensing the vehicle's 


sensing the vehicle's 


sensing the vehicle's 


sensing the vehicle's 


speed following the 


speed following the 


speed following the 


speed following the 


impact; 


impact; and 


impact; and 


impact; and 


and discharging a 


discharging a fire 


discharging a fire 


discharging a fire 


fire suppression 


suppression agent 


suppression agent 


suppression agent 


agent from an 


from an onboard 


from an onboard 


from an onboard 


onboard reservoir in 


reservoir when the 


reservoir in the event 


reservoir when the 


the event that the 


vehicle's speed 


that the vehicle's 


vehicle's speed 


vehicle's speed 


crosses a 


speed crosses a 


crosses a 


crosses a 


predetermined 


predetermined speed 


predetermined speed 


predetermined speed 


threshold that is 


threshold following 


threshold and the 


threshold following 


greater than zero 


sensing of an impact. 


acceleration of the 


sensing of an impact 


(Claim 15), following 




vehicle crosses a 
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sensing of an impact. 




predetermined 
acceleration threshold. 



Count 2 


Claim27ofUS7,198,lll 


A method for operating a fire suppression 
system installed in an automotive vehicle, 
comprising the steps of: 


A method for operating a fire suppression 
system installed in an automotive vehicle, 
comprising the steps of: 


sensing an impact upon the vehicle; 


sensing an impact upon the vehicle; 


sensing the vehicle's speed following the 
impact; 


sensing the vehicle's speed following the 
impact; and 


and discharging a fire suppression agent 
from an onboard reservoir in the event that 
the vehicle's speed crosses a predetermined 
speed threshold following sensing of an 
impact. 


discharging a fire suppression agent from an 
onboard reservoir when the vehicle's speed 
crosses a predetermined speed threshold and 
the acceleration of the vehicle crosses a 
predetermined acceleration threshold, or after a 
predetermined time if the vehicle's speed has 
not crossed the predetermined speed and 
acceleration thresholds. (Claim 27) 



(3) For each count, provide a claim chart comparing at least one claim of each party 
corresponding to the count and show why the claims interfere within the meaning of §41 .203(a). 
The claim chart is presented above. It is noted that during prosecution of the application that 
matured to the 7,1 98, 1 1 1 patent, all claims except claim 1 2 were deemed to be anticipated or 
rendered obvious by Applicants' published patent application, either alone or in combination 
with US Patent No. 5,808,541 (claim 10) or US Patent No. 5,129,386 (claim 22). 
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(4) . Explain in detail why applicant will prevail on priority. Applicants' patent application 
serial number 10/825,076 was filed on April 15, 2004 and significant subject matter is entitled to 
an April 1 5, 2003 filing date, asserting the benefit of parent provisional patent application serial 
number 60/463,485. The earliest constructive reduction to practice available to US Patent No. 
7,198,1 1 1 is a filing date of March 22, 2005. It is respectfully noted that under 47 CFR 

41 .202(d) because applicants' constructive reduction to practice date is earlier than patentee's 
constructive reduction to practice date, applicants are not required to submit a priority showing 
with this Interference Suggestion. 

In the event that the Declaration under 37 CFR 1-131 filed by the patentees during 
prosecution of the application that matured into US Patent No. 7,198, 1 1 1 is deemed to provide a 
conception date prior to Applicants' constructive reduction to practice date, Applicants will 
prevail on priority based on documents demonstrating a conception date coupled with diligence 
that is prior to patentee's actual reduction to practice date. 

The Declaration under 37 CFR 1 .131 filed by the patentees redacted their asserted 
conception date and actual reduction to practice date. An interference is required to determine 
entitlement to the redacted dates. The Declaration under 37 CFR 1.131 makes no assertion as to 
diligence between conception date and actual and/or constructive reduction to practice dates. An 
interference is required to determine patentee's diligence. 

(5) . If a claim has been added or amended to provoke an interference, provide a claim chart 
showing the written description for each claim in Applicants' specification. 

Applicants' originally filed claims 26, 27. 32, and 41 have been amended. The 
dependency of claim 32 has been changed from an independent claim to a more restricted 
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dependent claim in the chain of claims. As such, the amendment narrows an originally filed 
claim and is fully supported by the originally filed claims. 

Claim 26 has been amended to add that the fire extinguisher includes a gas generator, as 
supported by Applicants' specification at Page 6, lines 13 -14 (''suppressant is propelled from 
the tank by the high-pressure gas generator discharge")- further, the fire extinguisher is fit into 
the vehicle, as supported by Applicants' specification at Page 6, line 2 ("The system fits into the 
existing vehicle"). 

Claim 27 has been amended to add that the vehicle is a passenger automobile, as 
supported by Applicants' specification at Page 4, line 4 ("Representative vehicles include 
passenger automobiles")* 

Claim 41 has been amended to add that the fire extinguisher is fit into the vehicle, as 
supported by Applicants' specification at Page 6, line 2 ("The system fits into the existing 
vehicle"). 

The following claim chart illustrates support in the Applicants' patent application 
specifications for new claims .55 and 56. 4 485 refers to Provisional Patent Application Serial 
Number 60/463485 and *076 refers to Non-Provisional Patent Application Serial Number 
i 0/825076. "P" and "L" refer to Page and Line citations in applicants' originally filed patent 
application specifications. It is believed that both new claims are supported by the provisional 
patent application and that citations to the non-provisional patent application provides clarity to 
the new claims. 



New Claims 


Specification 


Drawings 








55. An automotive vehicle, 
comprising: 


"vehicles include passenger 
automobiles" {'485, P 2, L 27} 


{'485, Fig. 7} 


a vehicle body; 


Figure 7 shows a vehicle body. 


f 485, Fi*. 7} 
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New Claims 


Specification 


Drawings 


a reservoir containing a fire 
suppressant agent, with said 
reservoir being mounted in 
proximity to said body; 


"a fire extinguisher is shown 
mounted in the trunk location of 
the vehicle" {'485, P 14, L 29- 
30}. "The fire extinguisher 100 
includes a vessel 102 containing 
a liquid fire extinguishing and 
suppression agent 104" {'485, P 
13, L 30-31), 


{'485, Fig. 7} 


a distribution system for 
receiving the fire suppressant 
agent from said reservoir and 
for conducting the fire 
suppressant agent to at least 
one location about said body; 


"the fire extinguisher of 
FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 is shown 
provided with plumbing 1 1 2, that 
includes distribution lines 1 14 
and 1 16, respectively, connected 
to the main header distribution 
line 112. Lines 114 and 116 may 
be strategically located on the 
underside of the vehicle body in 
proximity to the fuel tank. 
. {'485, P 14, L 25-29} 


{'485, Fig. 6} 


a sensor system for 
determining whether the 
vehicle has been subjected to 
an impact and whether the 
vehicle is moving subsequent 
to such an impact; and 


£t The method includes detecting 
rapid acceleration of a vehicle on 
the order that would signify a 
sudden impact or collision. It is 
to be appreciated that the 
acceleration can also be negative 
acceleration or deceleration/* 
{'485, P 3, L 23-25}. 


{'076, Fig. 4} 


a controller, operatively 
connected with said sensor 
system and said reservoir* for 
causing said reservoir to 
initiate delivery of the fire 
suppressant agent from the 
reservoir to the distribution 
system. 


"The method includes activating 
the fire extinguisher according to 
the sensors." {'485, P4, L 9-10}. 


{'076, Fig. 4} 








56. A method for operating a 
fire suppression system 
installed in an automotive 
vehicle, 


"method for extinguishing 
vehicle fires" {'485, P 3, L 22}. 


{'485, Fig. 7} 
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New Claims 


Specification 


Drawings 


comprising the steps of: 
sensing an impact upon the 
vehicle; 


"detecting rapid acceleration of a 
vehicle on the order that would 
signiry a Suciaen impact [ 453, 
P3.L23}. 


C076, Fig. 4} 


sensing the vehicle's speed 
following the impact; and 


^positive and negative 
acceleration can indicate the need 
to function a fire extinguisher" 
f485,P3,L28}. 


{'076, Fig. 4} 


discharging a fire suppression 
agent from an onboard 
reservoir in the event that the 
vehicle's speed crosses a 
predetermined speed 
threshold following sensing o: 
an impact. 


"system is configured to activate 
on a process signal initiated by 
the acceleration sensor" { *485, P 
3,L14}. 

lt thc speed sensor 410 signal can 
be combined with other 
instruments, such as an 
acceleration sensor." {'076, P 17, 
L 12-13}. 


i u/0, rig. 4) 



6. For each constructive reduction to practice to which the applicant wishes to be accorded a 
benefit, provide a claim chart showing where the disclosure provides a constructive reduction to 
practice within the scope of the interfering subject matter. 



Count 1 


Specification 


Drawings 


An automotive vehicle, 
comprising: 


'Vehicles include passenger 
automobiles" {'485, P 2, L 
27} 


{'485, Fig. 7} 


a vehicle body; 


Figure 7 shows a vehicle 
body. 


{'485, Fig. 7} 


a reservoir containing a fire 
suppressant agent, with said 
reservoir being mounted in 
proximity to said body; 


"a fire extinguisher is shown 
mounted in the trunk location 
of the vehicle" C485,P14,L 
29-30}. "The fire extinguisher 
100 includes a vessel 102 
containing a liquid fire 


{'485, Fig. 7} 
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extinguishing and suppression 
agent 104" {'485, P 13, L 30- 
31}. 




a distribution system for 
receiving the fire 
suppressant agent from said 
reservoir and for conducting 
the fire suppressant agent to 
at least one location about 
said body; 

# 


"the fire extinguisher of 
FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 is shown 
provided with plumbing 1 1 2, 
that includes distribution lines 
114 and 116, respectively, 
connected to the main header 
distribution line 112. Lines 
114 and 116may be 
strategically located on the 
underside of the vehicle body 
in proximity to the fuel tank." 
{'485, P 14, L 25-29) 


0485, Fig. 6} 


a sensor system for 
determining whether the 
vehicle has been subjected to 
an impact and whether the 
vehicle is moving subsequent 
to such an impact; and 


1 ne metnoa includes 
detecting rapid acceleration of 
a vehicle on the order that 
would signify a sudden impact 
or collision. It is to be 
appreciated that the 
acceleration can also be 
negative acceleration or 
deceleration. ( 485, r J, l 
23-25). 


{ U/O, rig. 


a controller, operatively 
connected with said sensor 
system and said reservoir, 
for causing said reservoir to 
initiate delivery of the fire 
suppressant agent from the 
reservoir to the distribution 
system. 


4 The method includes 
activating the fire extinguisher 
according to the sensors." 
0485, P4,L9-10). 


{'076, Fig. 4} 




Count 2 


Specification 


Drawings 


A method for operating a 
fire suppression system 
installed in an automotive 
vehicle, 


"method for extinguishing 
vehicle fires" { 4 485, P 3, L 
22). 


{'485, Fig. 7} 


comprising the steps of: 


"detecting rapid acceleration 


{'076, Fig. 4} 
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sensing an impact upon the 
vehicle; 


of a vehicle on the order that 
would signify a sudden 
impact { 4<D, 1 J, LZJ). 




sensing the vehicle's speed 
following the impact; and 


"positive and negative 
acceleration can indicate the 
need to function a fire 
extinguisher 7 ' {'485, P 3, L 
28}. 


f 076, Fig. 4} 


discharging a fire 
suppression agent from an 
onboard reservoir in the 
event that the vehicle's speed 
crosses a predetermined 
speed threshold following 
sensing of an impact. 


system, is coniigurcu to 
activate on a process signal 
initiated by the acceleration 
sensor" {'485, P 3, L 14}. 

"the speed sensor 410 signal 
can be combined with other 
instruments, such as an 
acceleration sensor." {'076, P 
17, L 12-13}. 


\ U/O, rig. Hj 



Standard of Proof under 37 CFR 41.207(a) (2) 

In accordance with 37 CFR 41 .207(a)(2), because the earliest constructive reduction to practice 
for United States Patent No. 7, 1 98, 1 1 1 is March 22, 2005 and Applicants' patent application 
published as United States Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0226726 on November 18, 
2004, it is respectfully requested that any priority asserted patentees must be proven by clear and 
convincing evidence. 
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Power of Attorney 



A new Power of Attorney is enclosed. 

It is respectfully requested that an Interference be declared. If the Examiner has any questions or 
believes that a discussion with Applicants' attorney would expedite such declaration, the 
Examiner is invited and encouraged to contact the undersigned at the telephone number below. 

Please apply any credits or charge any deficiencies to our Deposit Account No. 23-1665. 



CONTACT INFORMATION: 
WIGGIN &: DANA LLP 
One Century Tower 
New Haven, CT 06508-1 832 
Telephone: (203) 498-4566 
Facsimile: (203)782-2889 
Email: grosenblatt@wiggin.com 

\15B92\211\659171.2 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Gary F. Holland, et al. 



Date: July 16. 2007 




